'Ageism' in dental care delivery.
Older adults will comprise increasingly higher proportions of dentists' practice time in the future, and issues regarding their treatment are more salient now than ever before. Psychosocial issues and attitudes toward treating older patients are among the most important of these. Ageism, defined as negative attitudes or prejudice toward older adults, has implications in dental care delivery. It can be manifested by the attitudes that older people have toward their own aging process, by those who provide their health care, and by society. This article proposes a more appropriate definition of ageism, and discusses the forms ageism can take in the dental care setting.